






Dear Mayor and Council, 

 

I, Mike Carter of 5359 Russell St., am in support of maintaining the 

current Port Alberni Fire Department’s staffing model of four Fire 

Fighters on duty each and every shift.  

It is my opinion that these are tax dollars well spent. 

 

Best Regards, 

Mike Carter 

(250)724-6080 



To the City Staff, City Council and Mayor of Port Alberni. 
 
 
 
 
Integrity, honor, dignity, respectability and modesty. These are often the 
characteristics associated with the firefighters. Unfortunately these qualities can 
hinder their ability to truly portray the job they do.  
 
I am writing this letter to eliminate that sense of modesty, while hoping to reflect 
how much value the citizens of Port Alberni receive from their PAFD. 
 
The current will of the city to do MORE WITH LESS may be fiscally refreshing to the 
taxpayer. I applaud the groundwork that has already been done in this regard. 
Crafting automatic aid agreements with surrounding communities has allowed the 
city to appease the Fire Underwriters insurance ratings, all the while extending the 
life of the PAFD’s fire fleet.  
 
The PAFD faces an uphill battle every time they are called to service. Travel delays 
are often experienced due to a large geographical response area. This can result in a 
negative outcome in the preservation of life and property. This obstacle paired with 
already low staffing level makes doing the job much more difficult.  Fires grow 
larger and critical life saving interventions will be prolonged. Simply put, your PAFD 
has already been doing MORE WITH LESS, and has been doing an extremely good 
job. 
 
I would be willing to bet that your Port Alberni firefighters would not miss a step to 
perform their duty with fewer resources.  They could achieve with three what other 
departments complete with thirty. However their hands have been tied through 
workplace legislation (Worksafe BC 31.23). Legislation that was introduced to 
ensure a safe worksite for firefighters, and allows the best chance of survival to the 
citizens they serve. 
 
I am asking you to make the right decision, keeping public safety paramount in the 
city of Port Alberni. Doing MORE WITH ANY LESS would be a disservice to your 
community.  Allow your firefighters to have their best opportunity for success by 
properly staffing your fire engine with four firefighters at all times. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kyle Sheepwash 
2731 12th Ave  
Port Alberni, BC 
V9Y 2T5 
 


