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FOOD SECURITY AND CLIMATE DISRUPTION COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, August 3rd, 2017, 4:30 p.m. in the City Hall Committee Room 
 

Present: John Mayba, Rosalind Chapman, Gary Swann, Chris Alemany, 

 Regrets: Guy Langlois, Branden Chase, Samantha Brownlee, Sandra Gentleman.   

Guests: Pamela Day, Director, Bread of Life Society; and Heather Shobe.   

Motion to approve the agenda by John Mayba, Chris Alemany seconded. Passed. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the June meeting by Gary Swann,  John Mayba seconded. 
Passed. 

Pamela Day report on new weekend meals program:   

- The Bread of Life Society operates almost exclusively on community donations.  The City 
of Port Alberni provides a small grant.  Island Health grant received in 2017 has enabled 
seven day service (weekends added) because hunger is a daily problem.  Some BOL 
training and jobs have been given to former guests.   

- Perception of Bread of Life sometimes a problem.  BOL is in reality, part of the solution.  
It is more than a soup kitchen –nurses, physicians, and social and mental health workers 
provide regular service to guests who would not otherwise be able to access these 
services.  Also, drug overdose prevention kits are readily available.   

- There is more evidence of drug addiction, and fentanyl deaths in the community that 
BOL serves.     

- How we can help – change the perception of the Bread of Life service.  Deal with the 
drug dealers and bad landlords.  Help make downtown more attractive and safe.   

Heather Shobe, report on Army Worms issue, as it affects food security in Port Alberni and the 
Valley: 

- Worms came in on air current in spring of 2017 from southern US; not expected to live 
through this winter, but no concrete information to confirm this.  Not the first time, but 
this is the first major infestation .  May need to spray due to scale.  The worms eat grass 
and hay.  
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- People affected – water buffalo farm; Oosterom’s beef farm.  No one has crop insurance 
in the Valley and very few on the island.  Estimate of $100,000 losses.   

- Heather is encouraging the ministry to provide information, and do research on future 
possibilities.  She is going to meet with the ministry before or at UBCM on another issue; 
will add army worms to presentation.   

- Local farmers use more traditional methods, as opposed to commercial/convention 
paradigm that the ministry is used to.  Therefore, more innovation is possible.   

- What can the City, ACRD, and province do to help resiliency?   

Heather Shobe – report on Food Directory  

- John explained the genesis of the food directory and inventory website content.  

- Committee discussed how the recommendation evolved into a directory and ‘food 
map.’  The City and ACRD applied for a grant to develop a website. 

- Current ideas are to have 1. Tools  2. Directory. 3. By laws. 4. Reducing redundancy. 5. 
Benefiting consumers and producers.  6. Where people go to learn about local food.  

- Jake Martens (city staff member) leaving is having an impact.  Heather needs someone 
to replace Jake in terms of contact at the City to work on the grant application for 
September 6th.  Chris will contact CAO on who to identify for that.  

John Mayba Report   

- John is recommending we read a book called An Army of Problem Solvers by Shaun 
Loney.  http://www.armyofproblemsolvers.com/about/ 

- The book is about social enterprise projects that install renewable energy (geothermal, 
solar, etc.) employing people who need the work.  Much of this work is being done by 
First Nations on their land.  It’s important to have the support of government and 
corporations like Manitoba Hydro to provide financing and legislation.   

- John provided the book to the committee to read and share.  He is hoping to bring the 
author to Port Alberni to speak.   

 

http://www.armyofproblemsolvers.com/about/
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Interface Fires  

- How they will affect the Valley.  This is on everyone’s mind due to the wildfire situation 
in the interior of the province.   

- General discussion.   

Chris Alemany – Rail transportation in Europe based on his recent family vacation.  

- Rail travel in Europe is cheap, user friendly, fast, and easy.   

Next meeting:  September 7th, 2017 

Chris will bring forward sign bylaw information as it applies to urban farmers with 
plants/produce for sale.   

Adjourned 6:35.   

 

Rosalind Chapman  

 

 

   

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:08 PM. 

 


