
A G E N D A 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2017 AT 4:00 PM 
IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
A.  CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
1. Recognition of Traditional Territories. 
 

That the agenda be approved as circulated. 
 
 
B. ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 
1. Meeting held at 6:00 pm on December 19, 2017. 
 
 
C.  DELEGATIONS 
 
1. Alberni Valley Social Planning Council 

 
Mr. Ron Jorgenson, Alberni Valley Social Planning Council member, to speak to 
the formation of a Social Planning Commission to provide input to the City and 
Council regarding social issues in Port Alberni.  

 
 
D. STAFF REPORTS 
 
1. As background information, the report from the Director of Development Services 
 dated February 1, 2016 regarding the creation of a City of Port Alberni Social 
 Planning Commission. 
 
 
E. PUBLIC INPUT 
 
 
F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

That the meeting adjourn at      pm. 
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CITY OF PORT ALBERNI 

 
 
 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
  
 
TO:    Tim Pley, Acting City Manager  
        
FROM:   Scott Smith, City Planner 
    Theresa Kingston, Director of Community Services 
     
DATE:   February 1, 2016 
  
 
SUBJECT:  Alberni Valley Social Planning Council 

  
 
Issue 
 
To consider the creation of a City of Port Alberni Social Planning Commission. 
 
Background 
 
City Council met with the Alberni Valley Social Planning Council (AVSPC) in March of 2015.  The 
meeting was at the request of AVSPC to discuss the relationship between their organization and 
the City of Port Alberni.  The AVSPC does not deliver services, but instead educates, coordinates, 
and raises awareness of social issues in the community.  The Alberni Valley Social Planning 
Council will remain an independent group, but would like to see a means to provide City Council 
with relevant information, regarding local social planning issues, during the decision making 
process. 
 
Council directed staff to meet with the Alberni Valley Social Planning Council to identify an 
appropriate mechanism for establishing a direct relationship, with the City of Port Alberni to provide 
input regarding social issues. 
 
Discussion 
 
Many municipalities have a Social Planning Advisory Committee/Commission to provide advice to 
their City Council for planning and information on social issues.  There are limited resources within 
the City’s current organization to provide Council with advice on the variety of social issues facing 
many of our residents.   
 
City Council receives information on social issues from a variety of sources.  Island Health regularly 
reports to Council on the status of the local area.  A Vital Signs report was recently published by the 
Alberni Valley Community Foundation, identified a number of social factors in the Alberni Valley.  
Council has directed the creation of the Seniors Housing Committee, based on a recommendation 
from the Senior Committee and a new plan to improve housing and end homelessness has just 
been completed.  There are also several agencies working on and providing services on the various 
social issues in the community.    
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Conclusion 
 
A bylaw to create a Social Planning Commission, similar to the City’s Advisory Planning 
Commission would cover the mandate and objectives for a commission.  A Social Planning 
Commission would be available for Council and staff to access their expertise respecting social 
issues for consideration during decision making.   
 
Recommendations 
 
That the report from the City Planner and Director of Community Services dated February 1, 2016 
be received. 
 
That Council for the City of Port Alberni direct staff to prepare a draft bylaw that would support a 
Social Planning Commission. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 

 

____________________     ____________________ 
Scott Smith, MCIP      Theresa Kingston 
City Planner       Director of Community Services 
 
 


