
 

City of Port Alberni 
 

ADVISORY TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 
 

Minutes from the Meeting held Wed., April 17th, 2013 at 10:00 am  
 
 

PRESENT: Guy Cicon - Chair, Randy Fraser (City of PA), Rob Cole (City Councillor), 
S/Sgt. Mike Coady (RCMP), Phil Atkinson (Diversified Transportation), 
Cameron McKinnon (Diversified Transportation), Chris Jancowski (Firehall), 
Caroline Robinson (ICBC), Dave Hill (ICBC) 

 

REGRETS: Pat Dahlquist (SD#70), Sgt. Joe Schofield (CVITS), Cpl. Mike Elston (CVITS) 
 
 

DELEGATIONS  
Action 

By 
Bill Brown, Member of Public/Cyclist 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

1. A phone call was received from Marie Bonnell requesting the 
Committee discuss the current crosswalk on 3rd Avenue at Kingsway 
Street and Dunbar Street. 

 The Committee discussed issues at this intersection such as pedestrian 
safety, poor visibility, speed concerns and the wideness of the street.  
Motorists and pedestrians need to be reminded to be vigilant.  It was also 
suggested that perhaps some pre-warning signage might be useful to alert 
motorists to the crosswalk ahead.  It was also brought up by Bill Brown that 
bike lanes at intersections are pinch zones and this intersection island may 
need to be redesigned for a future bike lane.  The Committee will continue 
to monitor this intersection. 

 
GC/RF 

 

  
2. A letter was received by Mayor and Council from R.A. Jack expressing 

concern for the safety of users of the Gertrude Street bridge and 
requesting Council reconsider their decision not to undertake the 
project to widen the bridge in 2013. 

 City Council made the decision to not undertake the bridge widening in 
2013, however the work will be scheduled for 2014.  Randy Fraser reported 
that there would be patching work on the bridge this year, as the bridge 
deck is cracked severely, timbers are rotting and the railings need to be 
replaced.  Rob Cole questioned ICBC staff whether ICBC would help with 
the ranking of the most dangerous intersections/roadways in Port Alberni to 
create a comprehensive list to follow for future attention.  An indepth 
screening report requested from ICBC identifying problem intersections, 
would cost approximately $10,000 with 50% funding from ICBC.  
Consultants would have a workshop with City staff and provide 
recommendations and improvements.  Or, ICBC staff could screen 
intersections already known to be problem intersections perhaps for no 
cost.  Dave Hill, ICBC, reported that there is a new Pavement Signing and 
Marking Review program available for municipalities through ICBC. 

GC/RF 
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Caroline Robinson, ICBC sent a link for crash data for Port Alberni ‐ 
http://public.tableausoftware.com/views/AzIntersectionCrashesforVancouverIsland20072011/VIDa
shboard?:embed=y 
If the link doesn't work, you can try: icbc.com, NEWSROOM on our homepage in the grey bar to the 
left, STATISTICS in the same area to the left, CRASH MAPS, VANCOUVER ISLAND...and the rest is self‐
explanatory. 

 
DISCUSSION  
  
Bill Brown, a local cyclist, addressed the Committee.  He has experience 
commuting to work by bicycle in various communities and has been a Courier truck 
driver for many years.  Bill reported that there is no formal cycling group in Port 
Alberni at this time, but there are a few cyclists that meet informally.  Their goal is 
to help educate cyclists and drivers on the rules of the road.  They wish to stay 
involved in the community and create bike lanes to make cyclists more predictable 
to drivers.   

GC/RF 

  
Guy reported that Council has approved a Bike Route Study ($20,000).  This 
process will begin with stakeholders meetings.  Guy will report on a regular basis to 
the Committee regarding this ongoing study. 

GC 

  
S/Sgt. Mike Coady, RCMP, commented on the red flashing lights he has noticed on 
bicycles around town.  He reported that there are very few incidents involving bikes 
that have these lights. 

CM/RF 

  
Phil reported on BC Transit alterations to current bus routes.  The new turnaround 
time will be 40 minutes instead of 45 minutes.  June 30 is the unconfirmed date to 
implement these changes. 

 

  
Deputy Fire Chief, Chris Jancowski reported on an initiative by the firehall to 
decrease response times from the fire station to the site.  Data is being collected on 
sightlines at intersections, number of pedestrians in the area and problem 
intersections. 

 

  
Caroline Robinson, ICBC, gave the Committee members an updated Road Safety 
Calendar and offered the use of any educational materials the City needs.  She 
reported that Provincially there are more cyclists and pedestrians.  Caroline 
reported on projects that ICBC will participate in: Bike Rodeos including donating 
helmets, a Road Safety Speakers tour at ADSS in time for graduation, and Caroline 
is working with Jen Allen (RCMP) on pedestrian safety through Shaw Cable. 

 

  
Dave Hill, ICBC, reported that there is new funding available for pro-active 
programs.  Dave handed out copies of ICBC Cost Sharing Opportunities – Road 
Improvement Program. 

 

  
Cam McKinnon brought up a safety concern.  Due to new bus routes the direction 
of travel for the buses at EJ Dunn has changed when dropping off kids.  The kids 
now have to cross the street and there have been some recent near-misses.  
Randy Fraser has agreed to do some boulevard work so the bus stop at EJ Dunn 
can relocate to Argyle Street. 

CM/RF 
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2013 MEETINGS 
July 17, 2013     October 16, 2013 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
Council 

Ken Watson - City Manager 
Davina Sparrow - City Clerk 
Guy Cicon - City Engineer 

Randy Fraser - Streets Superintendent 
Scott Smith - City Planner 

Tim Hautzinger - Bylaw Enforcement Officer 
Scott Kenny - Director of Parks and Recreation 

Sgt. Dave Paddock – RCMP 
Deputy Fire Chief Chris Jancowski - Fire Department 

Pat Dahlquist - Trustee, SD 70, email agenda to wdahlqui@shaw.ca  
Caroline Robinson - Road Safety Coordinator, ICBC, email agenda to caroline.robinson@icbc.com 

Dave Hill – Road Safety Engineer - ICBC, email agenda david.hill@icbc.com 
Heather Thomson - AV Times, email agenda news@avtimes.net  
Rob Diotte - AV 1240, email agenda to rdiotte@islandradio.bc.ca  

Cameron McKinnon - Diversified Transportation Ltd., email agenda to dcm.49@hotmail.com   
Phil Atkinson - Diversified Transportation Ltd., email agenda to phil@patransit.pwt.ca   

Cpl. Mike Elston, Central Vanc. Island Traffic Services, email agenda to mike.elston@rcmp-grc.gc.ca 
Sgt. Joe Schofield, Central Vanc. Island Traffic Services, email agenda to joe.schofield@rcmp-grc.gc.ca 

Bill Brown – cyclist, email agenda to billtbrown@shaw.ca 
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