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4.  Definitions 
In this Bylaw unless the context otherwise requires: 

ACCESS AISLE means a travelling lane in a parking area or parking lot which is immediately 
adjacent to a parking space, is used for and/or is necessary for turning, backing, or 
driving forward a motor vehicle into such parking space but is not used for the 
parking or storage of motor vehicles. 
 

ACCESSORY 
BUILDING 

a detached building, the use or intended use of which is ancillary to that of a 
principal building situated on the same lot and excludes use for residential. 
 

ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNIT 

means a subordinate dwelling unit attached to, within, or detached from a 
principal dwelling unit, where both dwelling units are located on the same parcel. 
This includes a secondary suite, carriage house, and garden suite. 
 

ACCESSORY USE means a use which customarily is ancillary, subordinate to and exclusively devoted 
to a principal building, or use of a principal building, or a principal use on the lot 
upon which such accessory use is located. 
 

ACCESSIBLE means the design and construction of buildings in a manner to make them 
accessible and useable by persons with special needs and including features which 
are complementary to the BC Building Code. 
 

ADULT NOVELTY means toys of a sexual nature, intended only for adult use. 
 

ADULT RETAIL 
STORE 

means the use of premises to display or retail either or both of the following: 
• Adult novelties 
• Drug paraphernalia 
 

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

means rental or ownership housing that costs less than 30% of the before tax 
household income, subject to change by CMHC or BC Housing. 

 
AGENTS 

 
means those professionals or tradespeople under contract to the City of Port 
Alberni with responsibility for administration of the zoning bylaw. 
 

AGRICULTURE means the use of land, buildings and structures for growing, rearing, and 
harvesting agricultural products or raising livestock. Agriculture includes 
processing crops grown on the land, horticulture, storing and repairing farm 
equipment used on the land, and other related uses including greenhouses. In the 
context of this Bylaw, agriculture also includes aquaculture, horticulture, and 
forest management use but excludes marijuana growing, the operation of 
feedlots, fur farms, piggeries, poultry farms, and slaughterhouses. 
 

AGRICULTURE 
USE, INTENSIVE 

means "Intensive Agriculture" as defined in Section 555 (1) of the Local 
Government Act: for example, the confinement of poultry, livestock or fur bearing 
animals, or the growing of mushrooms. 
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AMBULANCE 
STATION 
 

means a facility for the dispatch of ambulance services. 

AMUSEMENT 
ESTABLISHMENT 

means premises that are used as billiard and pool halls, bingo halls, bowling alleys, 
or premises in which three or more amusement machines are placed provided or 
kept for the purpose of gain or profit of the operator.  
 

AMUSEMENT 
MACHINE 

means a machine on which mechanical, electrical, automatic or computerized 
games are played for amusement or entertainment and for which a coin or token 
must be inserted or a fee charged for use. 
 

ANIMAL SHELTER means a facility for the temporary housing and care of lost, abandoned, or 
homeless domestic animals. 
 

ARTIST’S STUDIO means a workspace for artists, artisans, craftspeople, including persons engaged 
in the application, teaching, or performance of fine arts such as but not limited to 
drawing, dance, vocal or instrumental music, painting, photography, sculpture, 
and writing. May include the accessory sale of art produced on the premises. 
 

ASSEMBLY  means use of a building or structure for the gathering or meeting of persons for 
charitable, philanthropic, cultural, political, educational or other similar purpose.  
 

ASSEMBLY, 
CULTURAL AND 
RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES 

means facilities such as armouries, art galleries, auditoriums, bowling greens, 
community centres, cultural centres, curling rinks, gymnasiums, meeting halls, 
museums, libraries, skating rinks and arenas, stadiums, swimming pools and 
tennis courts. 
 

AUTOMOBILE OR 
BOAT SALES OR 
RENTAL LOT 

means an open area used for the display, sales or rental of new or used passenger 
motor vehicles, boats, mobile-homes, or trailers in operable condition, and where 
no repair work is done except incidental repair of vehicles. 
 

AUTOMOTIVE 
SALES, REPAIR 
AND SERVICING 
 

means automotive supply stores, car washes, motor vehicle dealers, motor vehicle 
rental lots, motor vehicle repair shops, tire, battery, and automotive accessory 
stores. 
 

AUTOMOBILE 
WRECKING YARD 

means an open area where motor vehicles are disassembled, dismantled or 
junked or where vehicles not in operable condition or used parts of motor vehicles 
are stored. 
 

BASEMENT means that portion of a building between two floor levels, the lower of which is 
partly underground, but which has at least one half of its height from finished 
floor to finished ceiling above adjacent finished grade as determined by the 
Building Inspector. 
 

BED AND 
BREAKFAST 

means the use of part of a single detached dwelling for the accommodation of 
paying overnight transient guests and where breakfast is the only meal which may 
be served. 
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BOARDING and 
LODGING  

means a dwelling in which more than 2 sleeping units are rented, with or without 
meals being provided, to more than 2 and not exceeding 15 persons, other than 
members of the family of the tenant or owner. 
  

BUILDING means a structure, which is designed, erected or intended for the support, 
enclosure, or protection of persons or property. When a structure is divided by 
party walls located upon lot lines, then each portion of such structure shall be 
deemed to be a separate building. 
 

BUILDING, FRONT 
LINE OF 

means the furthest extending portion of the building which faces the front line of 
the lot. 
 

BUILDING 
INSPECTOR 
 

means the Building Inspector of the City of Port Alberni. 
 

BUILDING, REAR 
LINE OF 

means the furthest extending portion of the building which faces the rear line of 
the lot. 
 

BUILDING, 
TEMPORARY 

means and includes: 
 
(1) any building (except a garage or other accessory building) not having its 

exterior walls supported on continuous concrete or masonry foundation or 
walls. 

 
(2) notwithstanding clause (1) above, a temporary building shall also include boat 

shelters, bunkhouses, skid shacks, huts, tents, trailers, custom built mobile 
units or any other similar type of portable building or structure, whether or 
not the same be placed on foundations or affixed to the land in any way.  

 
a temporary building shall not be construed to include permanent prefabricated 
residential dwellings, industrial, warehouse or storage buildings which conform to 
the construction standards specified in the Building Bylaw. 
 

CAMPGROUND means a site operated and occupied for part of the year only as temporary 
accommodation for short term, transient holiday makers in recreational vehicles, 
wheeled trailers or tents. A campground does not include mobile-home park, 
motel, hotel, or motor hotel. 
 

CAMPING SITE means a part of a campground where one wheeled trailer, recreational vehicle, or 
tent is intended to be located. 
 

CANNABIS means a cannabis plant, including the phytocannabinoids produced by or found in 
such a plant regardless of whether that part has been processed or not and any 
substance or mixture of substances that contains or has on it and part of such a 
plant and any substance that is identical to a phytocannabinoid produced by or 
found in such a plant regardless of how the substance was obtained. Marijuana 
shall have the same definition. 
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CANNABIS 
PRODUCTION 
FACILITY 

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the cultivation, processing, 
testing, destruction, packaging and shipping of cannabis/marijuana, or any 
products containing or derived from cannabis that are regulated under the federal 
Cannabis Act. These facilities may be further categorized as either a standard or 
micro-cultivation use, a cannabis nursery use, or standard or micro-processing 
use. May also include any medical marijuana facility regulated under the Access to 
Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations. Specifically excludes storefront or 
retail outlet distribution of cannabis. 

  
CANNABIS - 
STANDARD 
CULTIVATION 

means the indoor large-scale growing of cannabis plants and harvesting material 
from those plants, as well as associated activities. Canopy space up to or more 
than 200 m2 (2,152 ft2) is permitted. 

  
CANNABIS - 
MICRO-
CULTIVATION  

means the indoor small-scale growing of cannabis plants and harvesting material 
from those plants, as well as associated activities. Canopy space up to 200 m2 
(2,152 ft2) is permitted. 

  
CANNABIS - 
NURSERY 

means the indoor growing of cannabis plants to produce starting material (seed 
and seedlings) and associated activities. Canopy space must not exceed 50 m2 (538 
ft2). 

  
CANNABIS - 
STANDARD 
PROCESSING 

means the large-scale manufacturing, packaging and labelling of cannabis 
products destined for sale to consumers, and the intra-industry sale of these 
products, including to provincially/territorially authorized distributors, as well as 
associated activities. There is no limitation on the amount of dried flower 
processed annually. 

  
CANNABIS - 
MICRO-
PROCESSING 

means the small-scale manufacturing, packaging and labelling of cannabis 
products destined for sale to consumers, and the intra-industry sale of these 
products, including to provincially/territorially authorized distributors, as well as 
associated activities. Up to 600 kg of dried flower may be processed annually. 

  
CANNABIS RETAIL 
STORE 

means a retail business in a building, or part thereof, in which cannabis and 
cannabis accessories, in all its forms and as licensed by the Province of British 
Columbia, are sold to individuals who attend the premises. This use does not 
include cannabis production, cultivation and distribution. 
 

CARRIAGE HOUSE means a detached, subordinate dwelling unit that contains a garage or similar 
storage space on a ground floor, with a dwelling unit on an upper floor, located on 
a permanent, continuous foundation. 

  
CARTAGE AND 
DELIVERY 

means use of a building or structure by businesses engaged in local trucking, 
parcel delivery, and similar operations, but excludes the operation of freight 
trucking terminals. 
 

CELLAR means that portion of a building between two floor levels the lower of which is 
wholly below grade and which has more than one half of its height, from finished 
floor to finished ceiling, below finished grade as determined by the Building 
Inspector. 
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CITY ENGINEER means the City Engineer of the City of Port Alberni. 

 
CLUB OR LODGE means a building or establishment used by an association or organization for 

fraternal, social or recreational purposes and which shall be operated for the use 
of club members and their guests only. 
 

COMMUNITY CARE 
FACILITY 

means any facility licensed or having an interim permit under the Community Care 
and Assisted Living Act or related regulations, including hospice, all facilities 
providing residential care for three or more children, youth, adults, or seniors, and 
all other facilities caring for three or more children who are not related to the 
operator by blood or marriage. This includes: Group Day Care, Family Day Care, 
Nursery School and Child-Minding Facilities, Facilities for Out-of-School Care, 
Specialized Day Care Facilities and Facilities for Residential Care for Children. 
 

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 

means a non-commercial facility for the cultivation of fruits, flowers, vegetables, 
or ornamental plants. 
 

CONTRACTOR’S 
SHOP 

means an enclosed space used for the housing and/or operating of machinery, the 
provision of services, the fabrication of building-related products, interior storage, 
and may include the contractor’s business office and exterior storage. 
 

CONVENIENCE 
STORE 

means a commercial retail outlet not exceeding 200 m2 (2,153 ft2) in gross retail 
floor area selling food, beverage and other household convenience items for off-
site consumption. 
 

COUNCIL means the City Council of the City of Port Alberni. 
 

DORMITORY means a building or portion thereof in which sleeping units are provided and/or 
rented by an institution, agency or industry, and which is regulated and 
maintained by such body. It may include commercial dining facilities. 
 

DRIVE-IN/DRIVE-
THROUGH 

means a commercial establishment with facilities for accommodating and 
servicing customers travelling in motor vehicles, where customers remain in their 
vehicles and obtain goods. Does not include car washing, drive-in theatres, or 
gasoline service stations. 
 

DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA 
 

means equipment supporting the consumption of illegal drugs. 
 

DWELLING, 
MULTIPLE 
RESIDENTIAL 

means any building consisting of three or more dwelling units, each of which is 
occupied or intended to be occupied as the permanent home or residence of one 
household. 
 

DWELLING, SINGLE 
DETACHED 

means any building consisting of one dwelling unit which is occupied or intended 
to be occupied as the permanent home or residence of one household. May 
include a fully enclosed secondary suite. 
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DWELLING, SEMI-
DETACHED 

means any semi-detached building divided into two dwelling units, each of which 
is occupied or intended to be occupied as the permanent home or residence of 
one family, and in which the units share a party wall, or in the case of an up and 
down duplex, are connected by a party floor/ceiling. 
 

DWELLING UNIT means one or more integrally connected habitable rooms, constituting a self-
contained unit with a separate entrance, containing cooking facilities, eating, 
living, and sleeping areas and bathroom facilities, and occupied or constructed to 
be occupied by a person or persons living together as a single household. 
 

EMERGENCY 
SHELTER 

means short stay housing for less than 30 days for anyone who is experiencing 
homelessness or at risk of homelessness. They operate all year, up to 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Shelters provide dormitory style sleeping arrangements, 
with varying levels of support to individuals usually including food. 
 

EXTREME 
WEATHER SHELTER 

means temporary spaces for people who are experiencing homelessness made 
available during weather conditions where sleeping outside might threaten health 
and safety. Activated by local government from November 1 through March 31 
(subject to change). 
 

FAIRGROUND means the use of premises for community events including festivals, fairs, 
carnivals, equestrian and related events, exhibitions, outdoor markets, and animal 
shows and may include the sale of goods. 
 

FARM SALES means direct sale of farm produce from farmer to consumer, incidental to farm 
production. May include sale of agricultural production from other farms in the 
vicinity. 
 

FENCE means a structure used as an enclosure, boundary or screening around all or part 
of a lot. 
 

FIRE HALL means a building or structure or part thereof containing offices, vehicles and 
equipment intended for the prevention or extinguishing of fires, including ancillary 
rooms and activity areas for the firefighters, and may include ancillary meeting 
rooms for public assemblies. 
 

FLOOR AREA, 
GROSS 

means the total of all floors when measured from the outer wall of the building, 
including all suites or dwelling units and all areas giving access such as corridors, 
hallways, landings, foyers, staircases, and stairwells. Enclosed balconies, 
mezzanines, porches, verandas, and elevator shafts shall be included.  
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FLOOR AREA 
RATIO 

means the value reached when dividing the gross floor area of all buildings on a 
lot by the area of the lot. Except that the following shall not be included as gross 
floor area for the purpose of computing floor area ratio: 

(1) any portion of a storey used for parking purposes unless parking is a 
principal use. 

(2) any portion of a storey used for laundry purposes, unless laundry is the 
principal use. 

(3) any portion of a basement containing heating, laundry, recreational or 
storage facilities, but excludes areas used for habitable accommodation, 
and necessary access to habitable accommodation. 

(4) architectural features which are permitted as projections into setbacks 
areas as per section 6.12 of this Bylaw. 

(5) swimming pools and sundecks. 

 
 

FOREST 
MANAGEMENT 

means the management of forests for the production of wood and to provide 
outdoor recreation, to maintain, restore or enhance environmental conditions for 
wildlife and for the protection and production of water supplies. 
 

FRONTAGE means the horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at the point 
where the side lot lines intersect the front lot line. On curvilinear streets, frontage 
shall be determined by the minimum straight-line distance between the side lot 
lines calculated 6 m from the front property line. 
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GARDEN SUITE means a detached, subordinate dwelling unit, typically on a ground floor, located 

on a permanent, continuous foundation. 
 

GAMING CENTRE means a building or part of a building where the principal use may include bingo, 
electronic bingo, slot machines, electronic gaming, and tele-wagering. 
 

GARAGE, PRIVATE means a detached accessory building or a portion of a principal building used 
primarily for the parking or temporary storage of private motor vehicles and in 
which there are no facilities for repairing or servicing such vehicles. 
 

GRADE OR GRADE 
LEVEL 

means the finished average ground level at the centre of the exterior wall of a 
building. 
 

GARDEN CENTRE means a building or structure or part thereof for the growing, display, wholesale 
or retail sale of flowers, fruits, vegetables, plants, shrubs, trees or similar 
vegetation, and may include the sale of other goods, products and equipment 
normally associated with gardening and landscaping, includes nursery and 
landscape supplies. 
 

HABITABLE FLOOR 
SPACE 

means a floor area within a dwelling designed for living, sleeping, eating or food 
preparation, including a living room, dining room, bedroom, and kitchen. 
 

HEDGE means an arrangement of shrubs or low-growing trees that are closely planted in a 
strip and intended to be maintained at a certain height, used to mark a boundary 
or enclose or screen an area of land. Does not include vegetation, foliage, or trees 
naturally occurring on a property. 
 

HEIGHT, BUILDING means the vertical distance from peak of roof to average height of all outside 
corners of building at finished grade. 
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HELIPAD means an area, either at ground level or elevated on a building or structure, 

licensed by the federal government, and approved for the loading, landing and 
takeoff of helicopters. 
 

HOME 
OCCUPATION 

means an occupation or use which is ancillary or secondary to a permitted 
residential use in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw (Section 6.15). 
 

HOTEL 
 

means a commercial building containing more than six sleeping units to provide 
temporary accommodation for the travelling public. Sleeping units may contain 
microwave, bar fridge, coffee makers and in no case shall sleeping units be used 
for any other commercial use. Sleeping units shall have separate entrances 
through a common hallway include ancillary amenities such as fitness rooms, 
pools and restaurants. 
 

HOUSEHOLD means an individual or two or more people related by blood, marriage, adoption 
or foster parenthood or 5 unrelated non-transient people living as a single group 
within a dwelling unit. 
 

HOUSING 
AGREEMENT 

means an agreement between a property owner and the City as defined in Section 
483 of the Local Government Act. 
 

JUNK YARD means an area outside of an enclosed building where junk, or used, discarded or 
salvaged materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, 
disassembled, or handled. A junk yard shall not include the sale, purchase or 
storage of used furniture or any manufacturing operations. 
 

KENNEL means any building, structure, compound, group of pens, or cages, or land on or in 
which 3 or more dogs or cats are or are intended to be trained, cared for, bred, 
boarded, or kept for any purpose whatsoever, and shall include any building or 
part thereof in which 2 or more dogs are kept for breeding purposes.   
 

LANDSCAPE 
BUFFER 

means a landscaped area intended to separate two adjacent land uses or 
properties, and to partially obstruct the view or block noise, lights or other 
nuisances. 
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LANDSCAPING 
AND LANDSCAPED 

means the planting of lawns, shrubs and trees, and the addition of fencing, walks, 
drives, or other structures and materials so as to enhance the appearance of a 
property or where necessary to effectively screen a lot, site or storage yard. NOTE: 
Landscaping may be subject to Development Permit guidelines. 
 

LANE means a highway which affords only a secondary means of access to a lot, at the 
side lot line or rear lot line. 
 

LIVE-WORK means the use of premises for: 
(a) a dwelling unit, and 
(b) a business operated by the occupant of the dwelling unit that may include day 
care, personal service, artist’s studio, general or professional office use, but does 
not include: any dating service, entertainment service, exotic dancer business, 
social escort business, tattooing, piercing, branding, or other similar business. 

 
LIVESTOCK means cattle, horses, sheep, goats, swine, rabbits, and fish. 

 
LOADING SPACE means an off-street space on the same lot as the building, or contiguous to a 

group of buildings, for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while 
loading or unloading merchandise or materials and which abuts upon a street, 
lane or other appropriate means of access. 
 

LOT means any lot, block or other area in which land is held or into which it is 
subdivided, including a bare land strata lot, but does not include a highway or a 
building strata lot under the Strata Property Act. 
 

LOT AREA means the total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot. 
 

LOT, CORNER means a lot at the intersection or junction of two or more streets. 
 

LOT COVERAGE means the total area of a lot covered by buildings or structures divided by the area 
of the lot itself expressed as a percentage. 
 

LOT DEPTH means the mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines. 
 

LOT LINE, FRONT means the boundary line between a lot and a street on which the lot abuts.   
• in the case of a corner lot, the shortest lot line shall be considered the 

front lot line. Where both lot lines on a corner lot are equal in length the 
lot line shall be considered a front lot line if the adjacent lot fronts on the 
same street.   

• in the case of a through lot, the lot lines abutting two parallel or 
approximately parallel streets shall both be considered as front lot lines. 

• in the case of a water access lot which only abuts a waterfront walkway or 
a waterway giving boat access, the lot line nearest to or adjacent to the 
water shall be considered the front line of a lot.   

• in the case of a lot which abuts a street and which abuts a waterway giving 
boat access, the lot line adjacent to the street is designated as the front lot 
line. 
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• where the lot does not have a lot line that abuts on a public highway or 
private road, or way, the front line of the lot shall be as determined by the 
Approving Officer. 

• where a lot is divided by a public way such as a dedicated road, lane or 
walkway, both sides of such public way shall be considered as front lot 
lines.  

 
LOT LINE, REAR means the boundary line of a lot furthest from and opposite to the front lot line, 

except that there shall not be more than one rear lot line. 
 

LOT LINE, SIDE means a boundary line of a lot connecting front and rear lot lines. 
 

LOT, STRATA means a lot shown on a strata plan. 
 

LOT, THROUGH means a lot abutting two parallel or approximately parallel streets. 
 

LOT WIDTH means the distance between the lot lines connecting front and rear lot lines at 
each side of the lot, measured across the rear of the required front yard. 
 

MANUFACTURING means large scale processing of raw materials to produce goods or products and 
includes assembly of component parts. Does not include boiler and plate work, 
cement manufacturing, metal fabrication, paper manufacturing, sawmill, pulp mill, 
or ship building. 
 

MARINA means an establishment, including buildings, structures and docking facilities, and 
located on and adjacent to a navigable body of water, and used for the mooring, 
berthing and storing of boats and marine equipment, and may include facilities for 
the sale, rental and repair of boats and accessory marine crafts. 
 

MARKET GARDEN, 
URBAN 

means the use of land on a limited scale for the growing, harvesting and selling of 
fruits, vegetables, edible plants and the like but specifically excludes the growing 
of mushrooms. See related regulations in Section 6.25. 
 

MARKET HOUSING means housing that is privately owned by an individual (or a company) who 
generally does not receive direct subsidies to purchase or maintain it. Prices are 
set by the private market.  
 

MARQUEE means a permanent roofed structure attached to or supported by a building and 
projecting over public or private sidewalks or right-of-way. 
 

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA 
FACILITY 

means a building or structure, approved and licensed by Health Canada, for the 
production and/or packaging and/or laboratory testing of marijuana, but 
specifically excludes storefront or retail outlet distribution of medical marijuana. 
 

MEDICAL SERVICES means health professions and services such as, but not limited to doctors, 
dentists, chiropractors, osteopaths, registered nurses, physio and massage 
therapists; includes clinics and health labs. 
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MICRO-BREWERY/ 
MICRO-DISTILLERY 

means a facility, for the manufacturing of beer, cider or spirits, that produces less 
than 10,000 hectolitres per year and is licensed under a Manufacturing License by 
the Province of British Columbia and may include the following accessory uses: 
wholesaling of, tours of, retail sales of, and tasting of beer, cider or spirits 
produced on-site.  

  
MINI-STORAGE means self-contained storage rental units, with independent external entrances, 

for the storage of general household goods, vehicles and the like. 
 

MOBILE HOME means a single detached dwelling, factory built as a unit or units, suitable for year-
round occupancy, capable of being drawn or moved from place to place, and 
meeting the CAN/CSA-Z240 MH standard. 
 

MODULAR HOME means finished sections of a complete dwelling built in a factory for transportation 
to the site for installation. Finished means fully enclosed on exterior and interior 
but need not include interior painting, taping, installation of cabinets, floor 
coverings, fixtures, heating systems, and exterior finishes. Modular homes 
conform to the National Building Code of Canada or British Columbia Building 
Code where mandated and contain a CSA modular home label. 
 

MOTEL means a building or group of buildings wherein more than six (6) units of sleeping 
accommodation is provided, for temporary occupation by transient motorists, 
none of which shall be used for retail trade. Each sleeping unit shall have a 
separate exterior entrance. A motel may include a café or restaurant and such 
ancillary facilities as self-service laundry. Each sleeping unit shall be self-contained, 
having its own bathroom with a toilet, wash basin and bath or shower. Each 
sleeping unit shall have its own parking space conveniently located on the lot and 
may contain basic cooking facilities in the units. 
 

MOTHER’S CENTRE 
 

means a shared and independent residential living space with built-in supports 
exclusively for women and children, including counselling, childcare, and 
administrative office space, but does not include intensive healthcare services.  
 

NATURAL 
BOUNDARY 

means the visible high-water mark of any lake, river, stream or other body of 
water where the presence and action of the water are so common and usual, and 
so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil of the bed of the 
lake, river or stream, or other body of water, a character distinct from that of the 
banks thereof, in respect to vegetation, as well as in respect to the nature of the 
soil itself. 
 

OFFICE  means the use of a room or group of rooms within a building to conduct the 
affairs of a business, profession, service, industry, or government. 
 

PARKING LOT means an open area of land, other than a street or lane, used for the parking of 
vehicles. May be either commercial or non-commercial activity. 
 

PARKING SPACE means a space on a driveway for single, semidetached and townhouses, or within 
a building, or a parking lot for multi-residential uses, for the parking of one vehicle, 
excluding ramps, and access aisles. 



 Bylaw No. 5074 

  Page 19 

 
PARTY WALL means a wall jointly owned and/or shared by two or more parties as defined in 

the BC Building Code. 
 

PERSONAL 
SERVICE 

means establishments primarily engaged in providing services involving the care 
of a person or his or her personal goods or apparel. Personal services may include 
activities such as dry cleaning, laundry, linen supply, diaper service, beauty shops, 
barbershops, shoe repair, funeral home, steam baths, fitness centres, health 
clubs, and, animal grooming services. 
 

PLACE OF 
WORSHIP 
 

means a church, temple, mosque, synagogue and the like, but excludes schools. 
 

POLICE STATION means a facility containing offices, detainment areas, laboratories and related 
ancillary facilities for the police in carrying out their duties of maintaining law and 
order. 
 

PORCH, OPEN means an unenclosed projection from the main wall of a building that may or may 
not use columns or other ground supports for structural purposes. 
 

POULTRY means domesticated birds kept for eggs, meat, feathers, hide, or other related 
purposes, and includes Cornish hens, layers, meat birds, breeding stock, 
replacement pullets, roasters, or ducks. On properties zoned to permit agriculture, 
also includes geese, turkeys, game birds, and ratites.  
 

PRINCIPAL 
BUILDING 

means a building in which the principal use of the lot on which the building is 
located is conducted. 
 

PRINCIPAL USE means the main or primary use of a premise that is provided for in the list of 
permitted uses in the zones in this Bylaw. 
 

PRINTING, 
PUBLISHING AND 
ALLIED INDUSTRY 
 

means a facility for the printing, publishing, engraving, or copying of papers, plans 
and newsprint. 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

means an office that is used for work involving specialized areas of expertise and 
advice to clients. Professional services may include engineering, accounting, 
marketing, graphic design, architecture, realty, and financial and legal services. 
 

PUBLIC MARKET means a market held in an open area or in a structure where groups of individual 
sellers offer for sale to the public such items as fresh produce, seasonal fruits, 
fresh flowers, arts and crafts items, and food and beverages (but not to include 
second-hand goods) dispensed from booths located on-site. 
 

PUBLIC UTILITY means a system, works, plant, operative stationary equipment or service which 
furnishes services and facilities, available to or for the use of all the inhabitants of 
the City, including but not limited to: 
 
(1) communication by way of telephone or cable or satellite; 
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(2) public transportation by bus or trolley coach; 
(3) production, transmission, delivery or furnishing of water, gas or electricity to 

the public at large; and 
(4) collection and disposal of sewage, garbage and other wastes. 
 
a public utility can be owned or operated by or for the City or by a corporation 
under agreement with or a franchise from the City or under a federal or provincial 
statute. 
 

PUBLIC UTILITY, 
UNATTENDED 

means a utility use where no employee is required to be on the site except for 
required repair and maintenance needs. 
 

RATITE means a bird that has small or rudimentary wings and no keel to the breastbone, 
and includes ostriches, rheas, and emus. 
 

RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLE 

means a vehicle requiring a licence and designed to be used for temporary living 
and travel, recreation or vacationing and includes such vehicles commonly known 
as travel trailers, camper trailers, truck campers, motor homes, boats, 
snowmobiles, or other similar vehicles but does not include manufactured home. 
 

RETAIL  means a building or part thereof in which foods, wares, merchandise, substances, 
articles or things are offered or kept for sale directly to the public. Does not 
include pawn shops or adult retail. 
 

RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL TENURE 

means in relation to a dwelling unit in a multi-family residential building or 
multiple dwelling, a tenancy governed by a tenancy agreement that complies with 
the Residential Tenancy Act. 

RESTAURANT means a business establishment where food and beverages are prepared, served 
and consumed on the premises, and includes facilities for ordering and pick-up for 
consumption off-site. A restaurant may include dining establishments issued a 
food primary license pursuant to the Liquor Control and Licensing Act. 
 

ROOF AREA means the horizontal area of a roof regardless of the style or slope of the roof. 
 

SCHOOL means a school, providing an educational program offered by a district pursuant 
to the School Act, an Independent School pursuant to the Independent School Act, 
or a college or community college or educational facility as certified under the 
Private Training Act and/or constituted and established pursuant to a provincial 
statute.  
 

SCREENING means a continuous tight-board fence or wall uniformly finished or a compact 
evergreen hedge or combination thereof, supplemented with landscape planting, 
that would effectively screen the property which it encloses, and is broken only by 
access driveways and walkways. 
 

SECONDARY SUITE means a dwelling unit that is contained within and accessory to a single real estate 
entity and is comprised of one or more habitable rooms, intended for use as a 
separate and independent residence. A secondary suite contains sleeping 
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facilities, a bathroom, and cooking facilities that are for the exclusive use of the 
occupant(s) of the suite. 
 

SETBACK means the required minimum distance between a building or use and each of the 
respective lot lines. 
 

SHOPPING CENTRE means a group of retail stores and related businesses, which may include 
restaurants, personal services, offices, and veterinary clinics, in one or more 
buildings designed as an integrated unit, together with its ancillary parking and 
landscaped areas. 
 

SLEEPING UNIT means one or more habitable rooms used or intended to be used for sleeping, or 
sleeping and living purposes, but not including a kitchen sink or cooking facilities. 
A bathroom containing a water closet, wash basin and a bath or shower may be 
shared. 
 

SMALL REPAIRS means the repair of small items such as instruments, jewellery, small appliances. 
 

SOCIAL SERVICE 
CENTRE 

means a building used for administrative purposes and to provide information, 
referral, counselling and advocacy services. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
CENTRE 

means a building, open to the public, that includes exhibits, interpretive and 
educational activities related to local ecological resources through public 
education, planning, events, research and management. 
 

STORAGE 
BUILDING 

means a building where the principal use is the storage of goods, wares, 
merchandise, substances, articles or other items. 
 

STORAGE YARD  means an area outside of an enclosed building where contractors' or construction 
materials and equipment, solid fuels, lumber and new building materials, 
monuments and stone products, public service and utility equipment, or other 
materials, goods, products, vehicles, equipment or machinery are stored, baled, 
piled, handled, sold or distributed, as a principal or an accessory use. A storage 
yard does not include an automobile wrecking yard or a junk yard. 
 

STREET means a public highway, road or thoroughfare which affords the principal means 
of access to abutting lots. 
 

STRUCTURE means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the 
ground or attachment to something having location on the ground but shall not 
include walls less than 1.5 m (4.9 ft) in height or fences that do not exceed the 
height permitted in the zone in which they are located. 
 

SUBSIDIZED 
HOUSING 

means all types of housing that receive subsidy or rental assistance for those living 
in the private market from public sources (be they federal, provincial/territorial, or 
municipal).  
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SUBDIVISION 
APPROVING 
OFFICER 
 

means an Approving Officer appointed by the Council under the Land Titles Act. 
 

SUPPORTIVE 
HOUSING 

means housing that has no limit on length of stay, is purpose-designed building 
that provides ongoing supports and services to individuals who cannot live 
independently. 
 

THEATRE means a building or part thereof devoted to dramatic, dance, musical or other live 
performances. 
 

TRANSITION 
HOUSE 

means a facility providing temporary accommodation and/or counselling to 
persons in need or distress. Facilities operated under the Community Care 
Facilities Act, Correction Act or Mental Health Act are not included in this 
definition. 
 

TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING 

provides housing for more than 30 days up to three years that includes provision 
of support services, on or off site, to help individuals move towards independence 
and self-sufficiency. This form of housing is often called second stage housing. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
DISPATCH AND 
DEPOT 
 

means a transportation centre. Includes taxi dispatch, bus terminals, and other 
similar uses. 

UNDERGROUND 
PARKING 

means an area devoted exclusively for parking vehicles and is located beneath a 
principal building which is completely enclosed and exclusively devoted to parking 
vehicles. This area shall not be considered a storey. 
 

USEABLE OPEN 
SPACE 

 
means a level, unobstructed area or areas, available for safe and convenient use 
by all the building's users and occupants providing for greenery, recreational 
space and other leisure activities normally carried on outdoors. Usable open space 
shall exclude areas used for off-street parking, off-street loading, service 
driveways, public walkways, and required front yards.  
 

USE means the purpose for which any lot, parcel, tract of land, building or structure is 
designed, arranged or intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained. 
 

VIDEO RENTAL 
STORE 

means a business where the primary activity is to rent or sell videos, DVD’s, video 
games, and related items. 
 

WHOLESALE means a business establishment devoted to wholesale sales, being: the sale of 
goods, commodities and merchandise to retail distributors; to other wholesale 
distributors; to industrial, commercial, institutional or professional business users; 
or acting as agents or brokers and buying or selling goods, commodities and 
merchandise for incorporation and assembly into other products. 
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YARD, FRONT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

means that portion of the lot, extending from one side lot line to the other, 
between the front line of the lot and a line drawn parallel thereto. The depth of 
such yard shall mean the perpendicular distance between the front line of the lot 
and the parallel line. In the case of a through lot there shall be two such front 
yards.  
 

YARD, REAR means that portion of the lot, extending from one side lot line to the other, 
between the rear line of the lot and a line drawn parallel thereto. The depth of 
such yard shall mean the perpendicular distance between the rear line of the lot 
and the parallel line. 

 
 

YARD, REQUIRED means the minimum front, rear, or side yard specified for each zone. 
 

YARD, SIDE means that portion of the lot, extending from the front yard to the rear yard 
between the side line of the lot and a line drawn parallel thereto. The width of 
such yard shall mean the perpendicular distance between the side line of the said 
lot and the parallel line. 
 

ZONE  means an area delineated on the Schedule A Zoning Map and established and 
designated by this Bylaw for a specific use(s). 
 

 


