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CITY OF PORT ALBERNI 

ZONING BYLAW 

BYLAW NO. 5074 

WHEREAS the Local Government Act of the Province of British Columbia authorizes a local government 
to enact bylaws, pursuant to the provisions of Sections 479 related to Zoning Bylaws, which divides the 
municipality into zones and which sets regulations for each zone; 

WHEREAS persons who deem their interest in property affected by this Bylaw have, before the passage 
hereof, been afforded an opportunity to be heard on the matters contained herein before the Council of 
the City of Port Alberni, all in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act, including 
Sections 465 and 466 related to the holding of public hearings for Zoning Bylaws; 

WHEREAS one of the principal purposes of this Bylaw is to guide the natural growth of the municipality 
in a systematic and orderly way for the ultimate benefit of the community as a whole by ensuring that 
the various uses made of land and structures in the municipality develop in proper relationship to one 
another; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Port Alberni, in open meeting 
assembled, HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1.  Title 
This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Zoning Bylaw No. 5074, 2023” hereinafter referred to as 
the “Bylaw”. 

2.  Repeal of Bylaws 
Bylaw No. 4832 and all amendments thereto are hereby repealed. 
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3.  Administration 
 
NOTE: Diagrams are provided for illustration purposes only in this Bylaw. 
NOTE: See Section 5 for zone abbreviations and zone groupings, as referenced throughout the Bylaw. 
 

 3.1 Application 
  3.1.1 This Bylaw shall be applicable to all land, buildings and 

structures, including the surface of water, within the City of Port 
Alberni. 

  3.1.2 No building, structure or use shall be located, constructed, 
altered or expanded except as is provided for in this Bylaw. 

  3.1.3 This Bylaw shall not relieve any person from complying with 
other Bylaws and legislation that are relevant to the 
development or use of land. 
 

 3.2 Amendments to the Bylaw 
  3.2.1 Any person applying to have this Bylaw amended, whether a text 

or a zoning map amendment or both, shall apply in writing using 
the prescribed form, describing the proposed change, providing 
reasons in support of such application, and any additional 
information required for application review and assessment. 

  3.2.2 Where an application to amend this Bylaw has been refused, no 
application the same as or similar to the refused amendment 
shall again be considered by Council for six (6) months after the 
date of refusal. 
 

 3.3 Bylaw Administration 
  This Bylaw is administered by officers, employees, and agents of the City of Port 

Alberni. 
 

 3.4 Enforcement and Inspection 
  Officers, employees, and agents of the City of Port Alberni are hereby authorized 

to: 
  3.4.1 Enforce this Bylaw and carry out inspections regarding the use 

and occupancy of buildings and property; 
  3.4.2 Enter upon any property or premises, at all reasonable times, to 

ascertain whether the provisions of this Bylaw are being 
complied with; and 

  3.4.3 Give notice to the owner of any property directing the owner or 
occupant to correct any condition which constitutes a violation 
of this Bylaw. 
 

 3.5 Contravention 
  Every person who violates any of the provisions of the Bylaw, or who acts or 

suffers or permits any act or thing to be done in contravention or in violation of 
any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who neglects to do or refrains from doing 
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anything required to be done under the provisions of this Bylaw shall be deemed 
to be guilty of an infraction of this Bylaw. 
 

 3.6 Penalties 
  Every person guilty of an infraction of this Bylaw shall be liable on summary 

conviction to a penalty not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000) for each 
infraction or offence. Each day that a violation or infraction exists or is permitted 
to exist shall constitute a separate offence under this Bylaw. 

   
 3.7 Permits and Licences 
  No permit or licence shall be issued for a building, structure, or use which violates 

any of the provisions of this bylaw. 
 

 3.8 Severability 
  If any section, subsection, sentence or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reason held 

to be invalid by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Bylaw or the validity 
of the Bylaw as a whole. 
 

 3.9 Interpretation of Permitted Uses 
  3.9.1 No lands, buildings, or structures in any zone shall be used by the 

owner, occupier, or any other person for any use, except one 
which is provided in this Bylaw as being specifically permitted for 
the zone in which it is located. Any use not expressly permitted is 
prohibited.  
 

 3.10 Non-conformity 
  3.10.1 Non-conforming uses and siting are permitted in accordance 

with the provisions of the Local Government Act. 

  3.10.2 A use that is permitted in a zone may be located on any lot that 
existed prior to the adoption of this Bylaw, including a lot that 
does not meet the minimum lot area regulations as set out in 
this Bylaw, a lot that does not meet the minimum frontage 
requirements as set out in this Bylaw, or a lot that does not meet 
both the minimum lot area regulations and the minimum 
frontage requirements as set out in this Bylaw. 
 

 3.11 Siting, Size, and Shape 
  No building or structure shall be constructed, reconstructed, altered, moved, or 

extended by the owner, occupier, or any other person so that it contravenes the 
requirements, as provided in this Bylaw, for the zone in which it is located, unless 
a variance has been granted for the same. 
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 3.12 Measurement Discrepancies 
  If there is any discrepancy in this Bylaw between the metric and imperial 

measures for a given item, the metric value shall be considered the correct value 
for such item. 
 

 3.13 Density Calculations 
  3.13.1 Low density residential development (single detached with 

carriage houses, semi-detached and triplex) is calculated on a 
unit/hectare basis as outlined in each zone. Accessory Dwelling 
Units are not considered a unit for the calculation of density. 
Where the calculation of units per hectare results in a fractional 
value, the number of units shall be rounded up to the nearest 
whole unit.  
 

  3.13.2 Multi-family (containing four or more dwellings), Commercial 
and Industrial Development density is determined by floor area 
ratio as prescribed in the applicable zone.  
 

 3.14 Rounding  

  3.14.1 Unless otherwise specified, fractions or decimals may be 
rounded to the nearest whole number, tenth or hundredth, 
according to the degree of precision of the provision in question. 

  3.14.2 Despite 3.14.1, where this Bylaw imposes as part of its 
regulations a minimum numerical value, no smaller values may 
be rounded up to achieve compliance with the provision. 

 
 
  


