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CITY OF PORT ALBERNI
Mayor Ken McRae, Councillors Hira Chopra, John Douglas,

Jack McLeman, Ike Patterson, Cindy Solda and Kenn Whiteman

	


COUNCIL SUMMARY

	
	An information report summarizing the Regular Meeting of Council held July 27, 2009.   This is not the official minutes.  For more information, please contact the City Clerk at 250-720-2810 or e-mail:  russell_dyson@portalberni.ca 



· 
DELEGATIONS

2008 Crime Reduction Statistics
Inspector G. Wellar, OIC (RCMP) presented the 2008 Crime Reduction statistics with comparison to previous years.  In general, criminal acts are on the decrease.
Canada World Youth’s Exchange Program to Return to Valley
Russell Mackenzie, Project Supervisor spoke on the Canada World Youth’s 2009/2010 Youth Exchange Program.  The group includes 18 youth - half from the Ukraine and the other half from across Canada.  They will be available for 3 months this winter and hope to help with environmental projects within the Community.  Contact Russell Mackenzie at (250) 723-6233 for volunteer ideas and further information.
Bill Markin

Bill Markin discussed his concerns with the Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) and the need for cheaper access to the provincial court system.
· 
CORRESPONDENCE
Responsible Gambling
Council received information regarding the BC Partnership for Responsible Gambling Forum and its new initiative called the "Responsible Gambling Community Initiative" .
Bus Stops and a Request to Improve Access
Council will refer a concern from Laura Evans about bus stop access to the CIBC and the Post Office on Johnston Road to the Engineer and Diversified Transportation (the transit provider).
North Island College Promotions
A banner will be displayed across 10th Avenue in the Echo area from August 7 to 17, 2009 for marketing purposes.  

More Money Needed for Recreation   
Council will write a letter of support addressing the urgent need for recreation infrastructure renewal. 

Council Meeting with Ministers
Meetings will be requested at the upcoming Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) Convention with the appropriate Ministers regarding the issues of gas franchise fees on Vancouver Island and grants in lieu of taxes for universities.  Council will also request to meet with Bill Bennett, Minister of Community and Rural Development.
Feral Cats – A Growing Problem 
Yvonne Norn wrote about the ongoing problem of feral cats and kittens living under the Chamber of Commerce/Tourist Information Bureau.  While Feral Cats are a problem throughout the City, the Chamber is located outside of municipal boundaries.  Council has referred the matter to the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District.

Speed Limit on Wallace Street 

The request from Tammy Martinez of the ABC Christian Child Care Center at the Elim Tabernacle on Wallace Street, for a permanent speed limit of 30 km/h on that Street, will be referred to the Advisory Traffic Committee.

· 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Port Alberni Business Taxation is Reasonable
The Canadian Federation of Independent Business claim that the City has implemented disproportionate tax burdens on business.  This is not the full picture.  A report from the Director of Finance illustrates how the City has maintained  reasonable tax levels for business.

Navy League of Canada
Council will continue with the existing lease agreement for 4210 Cedarwood Street with the Port Alberni Navy League of Canada.  The Navy League had asked for title for the building.
· 
REPORTS
Old Post Office  

The City Planner provided the status of the old Post Office building on Johnston Road.  There are no plans for a homeless shelter as rumoured.
2008 Annual Report Now Available
The Annual Report for the year 2008 as presented by the City Manager Ken Watson was endorsed and is available for public inspection at City Hall.   The public will be provided an opportunity to comment and question Council regarding the Report at the August 10th regular meeting.
Council Summary
is prepared following each regular Council meeting.  It is posted on the City's website at www.portalberni.ca and distributed by e-mail.  To be placed on the distribution list, please contact russell_dyson@portalberni.ca
Complete Council agendas

including all correspondence and reports are available at www.portalberni.ca Generally these are posted the Friday before each regular Council meeting and are archived on the site.
	MEETINGS AT A GLANCE

	Mon. August 10/09

	5:30 pm @ Council Chambers

	Public Hearing (Rai - Car Wash)

	

	7:00 pm @ Council Chambers

	Regular Council Meeting
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