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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2009 AT 7:00 PM
IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
PRESENT:
Mayor McRae, Councillors Chopra, Douglas, McLeman, Patterson, and Whiteman
REGRETS:
Councillor Solda
A. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (including introduction of late items)

 Patterson/Whiteman               
That the agenda be approved as amended to include late items D. 2 Sea Otter Awareness Week, D.3 Responsible Dog Ownership Week, E. 2 Angie Miller -  Market at Victoria Quay during Salmon Festival and I. 4 report from the City Engineer.  

Carried

B.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
Patterson/Chopra                                                 
That the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held July 27, 2009, be approved as circulated.
Carried

C.
DELEGATIONS 
1. Mitch Gardner – Kinsmen Club

The Mayor recognized Mitch Gardner who was honoured by the Kinsmen Club with Life Membership for his commitment to their organization.

2. Recognition of Champions
Rick Geddes introduced the Bantam Tyees Lacrosse team who recently won gold in the Provincial Championships.  
3. Alistair Thomson, Department of Fisheries & Oceans
Alistair Thomson, Department of Fisheries & Oceans, attended at the request of Mayor McRae to discuss current status of fisheries and explained the formula for allocations.  Bob Cole also provided comment.
4. Scott Fraser, MLA
Scott Fraser, MLA advised how he can be of assistance to Council in bringing issues to Ministers’ attention.  He further advised the Legislature will be back in session August 25th. 
D.
PROCLAMATIONS


1. Clinton Shane Ekdahl 
Douglas/McLeman
That the email from Clinton Shane Ekdahl dated July 23, 2009 requesting that Council proclaim May 29, 2010 as "Day of the Honey Bee" in Port Alberni be received and the day be proclaimed as requested.  

Carried
2.
Defenders of Wildlife – Sea Otter Awareness 


Douglas/McLeman
That the email letter from Judy Proud, Defenders of Wildlife, dated July 31, 2009 requesting that Council proclaim September 27th to October 3rd, 2009 as "Sea Otter Awareness Week" in Port Alberni be received, and the week be proclaimed as requested.  

Carried
3.
Canadian Kennel Club


McLeman/Patterson
That the email from Sonny Allinson dated July 30, 2009 requesting that Council proclaim September 19th to 26th, 2009 as "Responsible Dog Ownership Week" RDOG Week) in Port Alberni be received, the week proclaimed as requested and all responsible dog owners encouraged to join the “Walk of Support” on Saturday, September 26, 2009. 

Carried
E.
CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION

1. Sustainability Toolbox 
Douglas/Chopra
That the letter received July 31, 2009 announcing that Kristine Arklie and Chris Galbraith have been chosen as ambassadors to the Sustainability Toolbox 2009 be received, and that they be invited to a Council meeting to be recognized for their achievements and to make a presentation on what they have learned.
Carried

2. Angie Miller – Market at Victoria Quay during Salmon Festival 

Whiteman/Patterson
That the email dated August 6th, 2009 requesting use of the grassed area at Victoria Quay during Salmon Festival weekend for a First Nations market, be received and the request approved subject to confirmation of approval from the Hupacasath First Nation, provision of adequate waste disposal and efforts to minimize demands on parking.

Carried
F.
INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE
1.
Norm Macdonald, NDP Forest Critic
Email dated July 28, 2009 thanking Mayor McRae for meeting with himself and Bill Routley.
2.
Darlene Clark
Email dated July 27, 2009 expressing her support in keeping the health co-op open in the old government agents building.

3.
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
Email dated July 29, 2009 announcing a national partnership agreement with CGI Communications, Inc. to provide municipalities with a myriad of online multimedia information and promotions programs at no cost to the City.
4.
Federation of Canadian Municipalities


Email dated July 30, 2009 reminding municipalities of the “Own the Podium 2010 Municipalities Challenge”.
5.
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

Information received providing an update on federal infrastructure funding.
6.
District of Tofino
Copy of a letter dated July 30, 2009 addressed to Minister Coleman regarding the Local Government Liability in Building Construction Regulations and asking that the necessary legislative changes are made to remove the joint and several liabilities of municipalities under the Local Government Act.
7.
City of Quesnel
Copy of a letter dated July 24, 2009 addressed to Minister Coleman regarding the Local Government Liability in Building Construction Regulations.

8.
Western Canada Wilderness Committee
Letter dated July 28, 2009 providing copies of the Wilderness Committee’s latest education report entitled Ha’uukmin Tribal Park – Tofino, Clayoquot Sound, BC.  

9.
Price Waterhouse Coopers 
Letter dated July 31, 2009 providing a copy of their 12th Global Forest, Paper & Packaging Industry Survey – 2009 edition and noting date of 2010 Conference is May 11th in Vancouver.  
10.
Union of British Columbia Municipalities
· Email dated July 24, 2009 providing information on a potential freeze on provincial grants to public libraries, as well as potential cuts to library funding in the upcoming provincial budget.
· Letter dated July 24, 2009 providing the first of two Community Works Fund payments for fiscal year 2009.  The amount of the first cheque is $384,243.66, the remaining portion of this year’s allocation is scheduled for payment in November 2009.
Chopra/Whiteman
That Informational Correspondence items numbered 1 through 10, be received and filed.

Carried


McLeman/Patterson
That Council for the City of Port Alberni write to the province expressing concern regarding the potential freeze on provincial grants to public libraries as well as potential cuts to library funding in the upcoming provincial budget and that staff be directed to contact the Port Alberni Library Manager regarding local impacts.

Carried

G.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NIL
H.
BYLAWS




1. Public Hearing Report

Councillor Chopra declared a conflict due to public perception regarding his friendship with the applicant Mr. Rai and left the meeting at 8:07 pm.

Patterson/McLeman

That the Deputy City Clerk’s verbal report regarding the Public Hearing held at 5:30 pm, August 10, 2009 in the Council Chambers be received.

Carried

McLeman/Whiteman
That further consideration of "Official Community Plan Amendment No. 5 (3778 - 15th Avenue - Rai), Bylaw No. 4726" and "Zoning Amendment No. 75 (3778 - 15th Ave - Rai), Bylaw No. 4727", be tabled to the regular meeting of September 14th, 2009.
Carried

Councillor Chopra returned to the meeting at 8:11 pm.
I.
REPORTS

1.
Accounts 


Chopra/Whiteman
That the certification of the Director of Finance dated August 10, 2009 be received and the cheques numbered 106570 to 106733 inclusive, in payment of accounts totalling $2,437,068.85 be approved.

Carried
2. Presentation of the Annual Report   

The Deputy City Manager provided background outlining the legal requirement to complete the report and a summary of the contents.

The public were provided an opportunity to comment and ask questions, there were none.


Chopra/Patterson


That the 2008 Annual Report of the City of Port Alberni be endorsed.

Carried
3. Director of Finance – Audit Committee Minutes 
Chopra/McLeman
That the minutes of the July 27, 2009 Audit Committee Meeting and the June 2009 financial statements, be received. 

Carried
4. City Engineer – Tender Results China Creek Water Main

The City Engineer circulated the results of the tender for the China Creek Water Main.

McLeman/Chopra

That the City Engineer’s report dated August 10, 2009 be received and the contract for the China Creek Water Main Replacement Phase II Project  awarded to Windley Contracting Ltd. for $1,035,447.00, subject to a memorandum of understanding with Island Timberlands over the pipeline right of way.
Carried
5.
Current Status Report 


Chopra/Patterson
That the Current Status Report be received.
Carried
6.
Mayor's Report

Patterson/McLeman
That the Mayor's Report be received.

Carried
7.
Councillor Whiteman - Community Services, Economic Development & Tourism Report  


Whiteman/Chopra

That a letter be written to the Thunder in the Valley organizers congratulating them on another excellent event.

Carried

8.
Councillor Solda - Planning, Health and Protective Services Report 



McLeman/Chopra
That the monthly report from the City Planner providing information about current departmental operations, be received.
Carried


McLeman/Patterson
That the monthly report from the Fire Chief providing information about current departmental operations, be received.
Carried
9.
Councillor Patterson - Heritage, Culture and Education Report  
10.
Councillor McLeman - Transportation, Utilities and Forestry Report 


McLeman/Patterson
That the monthly report from the City Engineer providing information about current departmental operations, be received.
Carried
11.
Councillor Douglas - Environmental Services and Library Report 

12.
Councillor Chopra - General Government Services Report  


Patterson/Douglas

That a letter be written to Dr. James Lunney, MP thanking the Federal Government for their funding approval for the Pacific Coast University.

Carried

Patterson/Whiteman

That the Councillor reports be received.

Carried

J.
QUESTION PERIOD


There were none.  
K.
OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

1. 
McLeman/Douglas

That when applications are made to Council for grants of real property, or the use of real property at nominal or no cost, that all presentations, debate, discussion and decision making take place in a meeting open to the public.

Recorded Vote:
For the Motion:  Councillor McLeman

Against the Motion:  Mayor McRae, Councillors Chopra, Douglas, Patterson and Whiteman

Defeated

L.
ADJOURNMENT

Patterson/Whiteman
That the meeting adjourn at 9:05 pm.

Carried
_____________________________
_____________________________

Mayor





Clerk
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