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CITY OF PORT ALBERNI – MEETING SCHEDULE 
MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008 

 
11:45 am Special In-Camera Meeting 

@ Council Chambers 
 

CLOSED TO PUBLIC 

12:00 pm Regular Council Meeting 
@ Council Chambers 

OPEN MEETING 
 
 

  
DATES TO NOTE 

 

 

Thurs. Aug 28 
12:00 pm 

Advisory Planning Commission Meeting 
(Councillor Mealey) 
@ Committee Room 

OPEN MEETING 

Wed. Sept 3 
7:30 pm 

Museum and Heritage Commission 
(Councillor Patterson) 
@ AV Museum 
 

OPEN MEETING 

Mon. Sept 8 
9:45-11:30 am 

Wood Tech 21 
Tour of Catalyst Site 
(Mayor and Council) 
@ Catalyst 
 

BY INVITATION 

12:00-2:00 pm Wood Tech 21 
Briefing Luncheon 
(Mayor and Council) 
@ Smitty’s Restaurant 
 

BY INVITATION 

3:00 pm Municipal Pension Retirees Association Meeting 
(Mayor and Council) 
@ Committee Room 

BY INVITATION 

7:00 pm Regular Council Meeting 
@ Council Chambers 
 

OPEN MEETING 

   

 



A G E N D A 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008 AT 12:00 PM 
IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

   
PRESENT: 
 
A.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA (including introduction of late items) 

 
 
B. ADOPTION OF MINUTES - Page 1 
 
1. Regular Council Meeting held August 11, 2008 at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
C. DELEGATIONS   
 
 
D. PROCLAMATIONS  

 
1. The Terry Fox Run (KW) - Page 8 

 
 Letter dated August 12, 2008 advising that the Terry Fox Run is on Sunday, 

September 14, 2008, with registration starting at 9:00 am and the run starting at 
10:00 am; requesting the week of September 8 to 14, 2008 to be proclaimed as 
"Terry Fox" week and to raise the Terry Fox flag in front of City Hall with the 
Mayor and Lions in attendance for a photo op.  

 
That the letter be received and the proclamation be endorsed as 
requested. 

    
 
E. CORRESPONDENCE FOR ACTION  
 
1. Christina Spence Proteau (HC) - Page 9 
 

Letter dated July 31, 2008 requesting financial aid to help her play in the World 
University Golf Championships this September in South Africa. 
 

That the letter dated July 31, 2008 from Christina Spence Proteau be 
received and Council provide a letter of support for her attendance at the 
World University Golf Championships in South Africa. 
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2. Cathy and Bill Bowman (HC) - Page 10 
 
 E-mail dated August 19, 2008 from Cathy and Bill Bowman requesting 

permission to set up their food vending van near the Salmon Festival location on 
the upcoming Labour Day weekend.  

 
 

That the e-mail dated August 19, 2008 from Cathy and Bill Bowman be 
received. 

 
 
F. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE  
 
1. Association of BC Forest Professionals - Page 11 
 
 Letter dated August 6, 2008 advising of the requirements for compliance with 

provincial legislation and in particular the Foresters Act. 
 
2. Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) - Page 13 
 
 Letter dated July 29, 2008 responding to the City's letter dated June 24, 2008 

(attached) encouraging the Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) to provide 
additional funding to Fir Park and Echo Village. 

 
3. Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)  
 Centre for Sustainable Community Development - Page 15 
 
  Fax dated August 13, 2008 advising of the FCM’s Green Municipal Fund 

 financing opportunity for sustainable transportation projects.    
 
4. Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)  
 Centre for Sustainable Community Development - Page 16 
 
 Fax dated August 18, 2008 advising of the FCM’s Green Municipal Fund 

financing opportunity for water projects that improve effluent quality from 
municipal wastewater treatment systems. 

 
 
G.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
 
H. BYLAWS  

 
 
 



Regular Agenda – Aug 25/08 
Page 3 

 
I. REPORTS 
 
1. Accounts (HC) 
 

 That the certification of the Director of Finance dated August 25, 2008 be 
received and the cheques numbered              to            inclusive, in 
payment of accounts totalling              be approved. 

 
2. Director of Parks and Recreation, Roof Tenders - Museum & Aquatic Centre 

(CS) - Page 17 
 
 Report dated August 13, 2008 detailing the results of the bids received for the 

roof tenders for the upper roof and the Museum and a portion of the Aquatic 
Centre. 

 
 That the report dated August 13, 2008 from the Director of Parks and 

Recreation be received and Council for the City of Port Alberni approve 
the deletion of the City Hall roofing project from the 2008 Capital budget 
and reallocate the funds totalling $54,000 to the Museum and Pool roofing 
budgets, and that the contract to undertake roof replacements at the 
Museum and Pool be awarded to the low bidder, Aurora Roofing in the 
amount of $141,306. 

 
3. Director of Parks and Recreation - Uptown Electrical Tender (JM) - Page 19 
 
 Report dated August 13, 2008 detailing the results of the bids received for the 

installation of electrical components for the Uptown business district on Third 
Avenue between Argyle Street and Mar Street. 
 
 That the report dated August 13, 2008 from the Director of Parks and 

Recreation be received and Council for the City of Port Alberni approve 
the contract for the installation of the uptown lighting to Bailey Electric at a 
maximum upset price of $363,419 and that surplus funds be used to 
complete the balance of the electrical work. 

 
4. Economic Development Manager - Invitation to Bid on 2009 Forest Capital 

of BC Designation (JM) - Page 23 
 
 Report dated August 18, 2008 in response to Council's request to look into the 

benefits of being designated as the 2009 Forest Capital of BC.  
 

That the report dated August 13, 2008 from the Economic Development 
Manager be received and the recommendation that the City of Port Alberni 
apply for the 2010 Designation if the local Ministry of Forests office is 
willing to partner on this, be approved. 
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5. Councillor Whiteman - Community Services, Economic Development & 

Tourism Report - Page 25 
 

 Monthly report from the Economic Development Manager providing 
information about current departmental operations. 

 
 
J. QUESTION PERIOD     
 
 An opportunity for the public and the press to ask questions of the Mayor and 

Council. 
 
 
K. OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 

(Including Motions and Notice of Motions) 
 
 
L. ADJOURNMENT 
 

That the meeting adjourn at      pm. 
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      CITY OF PORT ALBERNI 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 

 
MEMO TO: Russell Dyson, City Clerk / Deputy City Manager  
 
FROM: Pat Deakin, Economic Development Manager 
 
DATE:  August 18, 2008 
 
 
INVITATION TO BID ON 2009 FOREST CAPITAL OF BC DESIGNATION   
 

 
ISSUE:   
 
Council requested the City’s Economic Development Manager look into the benefits of 
being designated as the 2009 Forest Capital of BC. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
At its July 14, 2008 meeting, City Council reviewed a letter from the Association of BC 
Forest Professionals inviting communities around British Columbia to apply to be named 
the 2009 Forest Capital of BC.  
 
The opportunity was assigned to the City’s Economic Development Manager for review.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The ‘program’ was initiated in 1988 by the Association of BC Forest Professionals 
(ABCFP) to “recognize and celebrate the valuable role forests play in the economic and 
environmental health of our province and communities”. 
 
Literature from the ABCFP website states the following: 
• The BC Forest Capital distinction allows the winning community to demonstrate the 

(forest’s) economic, cultural and historic contributions to its way of life. 
• The award is given to the community whose written bid proposal best exemplifies 

the following elements: Community/forest relationship; Proposed forest capital 
program; Communications plan; Leadership and organizational strategy; Broad 
support; Special features; Presentation. 

 
The award went to Duncan/North Cowichan in 1988 and Port McNeill in 1996.  No other 
Vancouver Island community has received the award.  Interior communities have won 
the award most years with the 2008 designation having gone to Prince George and the 
Lheidli T’enneh First Nation.   Communities are now encouraged to co-apply with their 
First Nations neighbours. 
 
There is no doubt in my mind that Port Alberni could write an award-winning proposal 
and that our First Nations neighbours would be fully supportive of a joint application.  
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The distinction would do much to celebrate the role the forest and the forest industry 
has played in this community and reassure the embattled sector of our support.    
 
Based on a brief review of last year’s winning submission, it is estimated the proposal 
process would consume at least three full days of one staff member’s time.  The 
implementation of the projects and the subsequent reporting on them would consume 
additional days. 
 
The Forest Capital of BC is expected to sponsor a number of forest related events 
throughout the calendar year.  The community is given $1,000 towards its expenses for 
the year.  Hard and soft costs for any new or expanded forest events organized to 
support our application would probably exceed the contribution.    
 
As this memo was being written, a staff member from the local Ministry of Forests office 
phoned to say they were aware of our interest in the 2009 designation.  They had 
concluded the November 15, 2008 deadline was too close to make a good proposal 
given their work-load, were considering forming a working group to go after the 2010 
designation and wondered if we would be interested in working with them. 
 
OPTIONS 
 

1. Apply for the 2009 Designation with our neighbouring First Nations.   This would 
provide an opportunity to work with the First Nations on a project that would be 
seen to be mutually beneficial.  The designation would also recognize the pre-
eminent role assigned to forest and the forest industry in the Alberni Valley at a 
time when the industry is in difficulty.  There would be a cost in staff time for the 
application and the implementation of the Forest capital program.  Additional 
hard costs would be likely. 

 
2. Pass on the Opportunity to Apply.  This would allow staff to focus on higher 

priorities.  This would eliminate one opportunity to work with our First Nations 
neighbours on a non-controversial initiative.   

 
3. Apply for the 2010 Designation if the local Ministry of Forests office is willing to 

partner on this.  This would reduce the burden on any one individual and give a 
long lead time for the community to prepare an application for Forest Capital 
designation in a year that much attention will be focused on BC.  It would also 
allow enough time to organize an event with the intention of attracting Olympic 
spectators who also work or are interested in the forest sector. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based on the aforementioned, your Economic Development Manager recommends 
Option 3: Apply for the 2010 Designation if the local Ministry of Forests office is willing to 
partner on this. 
 

 
Pat Deakin 
Economic Development Manager 
 
J:\A_Items_for_Agenda\Regular\Forests Capital.doc 
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